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“I’M JUST THE
FLAG CARRIER”

So, I remortgaged my house, started
Lar and rented a helicopter. I got an
offer at Clearstream to become their

vice president for worldwide
: % logistics safety. | managed this
IFr 3’* litde helicopter here by phone

b from hotel rooms and by fax. We

didn’t have enough money
to pay them. In 1994, my
board told me, *it's your
babwy, why don't you take
it over™ So, I took over as
CEO [in 1996].

You were thee fivst helicopior

#CELEBRATING
LUXEMBOURG

| Luxembourger René Closter ' pilni for Lai? Had vou flowa befoie
remo his house to | and do you sl #y7
co-found Luxembourg Air | No. At the age of 45 [ decided to

| Rescue (Lar), a not-for-profit | take my pilot's licence. For two years |
which has flown around 40,000 | Idid a French helicopter licence. I'm

missions since 1988.
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turning 63, so | cannot fly any more.

How well known Iz Lor woday
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this rennwnf

We're proud to have been selected
last year out of B00 participants as
air ambulance provider of the year,
worldwide, We're getting asked for
more and more. We've a very high

ghed moment for sething 1p L
René Closier; While wurh?ng for the |
Samu [ambulance service|, I had a
young schoal boy who, while leaving
the school bus, got hit by a truck and
lost his foot. We tried to bring him |

to France to a specialist centre for | level of guality that very few organi-
retransplantation. There were no | sations worldwide are prepared to
helicopters available in France, | deliver, For example, we can transport
Germany or Belgium. I had to take | two heavily ventilated patients in one

aircraft. We're the only ones who can
transport newborn babies in an in-
cubator. In one day, we had three of
them. We recently had a mission
bringing a baby who was seven days
old from India to Hong Kong to get
surgery.

Wihien you tallt aboul Luxembourg

for j-"; AT ;'.J.":'..

him by ambulance. He was 6 years |
old, the same age as my son. [ had
his foot in a cool box next to me,
Because the holiday period had
started it took more than four hours
to go to France. It was oo late for |
his foot. Coming back, 1 said to
mysell it can't be like this, Luxem-
bourg cannot continue with such
medical infrastructure.

You struggied (0 nd suppori (o
S04 up Lar, Tell

I started to visit all of the politicians,
doctors, government ministers, civil

st do they sa?
They do ask about Luxembourg,
especially because on our aircraft
you've a map of the world and a red

dot where Luxembourg is. Depending

s more ahowot ihis,

DELAND Ociober 2017

Y logistics manager. | became a senior |

tried to find a director, but |

on their education, they ask where
Luxembourg is. You just go to the
wing and say, there it is. On our
helicopters we also have the Made
in Luxembourg crown, which we
carry with a lot of pride.

The Grand Duke said during a
meeting that Lar is the best diplomat
for Luxembourg.

What makes 1)

you feel proud of
Luxemboury?

My father was a concentration camp
prisoner and my family had nothing,
Their house was bombed out and
my father came back from the camp
and didn’t tell us children much
about the experience. [ heard about
it later. Since then, I felt extremely
proud of the country of Luxembourg.
This tiny country that was a bit
forgouen before the war. If you sce
the country at that time and today,
1 feel quite proud about what's been
established over the years and this
typical Luxembourg spirit of sticking
together.

What would vou say i someone
told you tmi you were a shining
example of a good ambassndor far
Luxembourp?

I'would accept that. What's important
for me to mention is Lar is not René
Closter. René Closter is the guy who
carries the flag and gets the hit. Lar
is a group of fantastic people who
on a regular basis risk their health

and sometimes cven their lives for |

saving others. [ think it’s very impor-
tant and I'm proud to say our people
make the difference,

What are your plans for the
Favi -'-"-'C?

I'm going to die in the saddle. I feel
too young in the head o quit. Tve quite
a lot of ideas. It was a dream when it
started, then it became a vision and
after that, we made it a reality. But not
me, all of us together. The whole team.
I'm just the flag carner. <

LUXEMBOURG
AR RESCUR

It operates of seven
MeDonnell Dougtas
MD-202 helicoprers.
of which one is for
police use and two
are permanently
based at hospitals
in Luxembourg City
and Ettelbruck

Its subsidiary,
Lucembourg Air
Ambulance, has
five Leariet 45XRs.
Together, they
perform over 3,000
missions around
the world every
year, including
repatriations of

the sick and enjured
Of BMETGENCY.
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REME CLOSTER
An eleciro-
technician by
profession, Closter
warked for the City
of Luxemboarg fire
brigade from 1973
He helped co-found
the Samu and then,
In 1988, Lar. He isa
licenced paramedic
and untll his &5th
birthday, a Beenced

| helicopter pllot,

CELEBRATING
LUXEMROURG
In 2017 Malson
Moderne and

| Mvision celebrate

Luscembourg by
prafifing 100 people
who contribute
positively fo the
Country’s
international
reputation and
brand image. The
series will culminate
in @ gata evening an
13 December at
Lunembourg
Congrés,

Bk Zenan (wchives)



