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Luxembourg Air Rescue and CGDIS honoured with Prix Benelux

Luxembourg Air Rescue (LAR) has been awarded the Prix Benelux together with the Corps grand-ducal d’in-
cendie et de secours (CGDIS) for its life-saving mission during the devastating fire at the Tour Kennedy in Liège 
on 24 June 2024.

On 24 June 2024, a disastrous fire had broken out in the Tour Kennedy, a 27-storey residential building in Liège. 
As the local fire brigade was unable to rescue the residents trapped on the upper floors of the building using lad-
ders, the Belgian crisis management team enquired whether LAR could send a rescue helicopter equipped with 
a winch.

A rescue helicopter, along with a specially trained crew consisting of an LAR pilot, an LAR winch operator, and a 
rescuer from the CGDIS special unit GRIMP (Groupe de reconnaissance et d’intervention en milieu périlleux), was 
immediately dispatched to Liège. In an extremely challenging operation, the winch rescue team managed to free 
five residents trapped on their balconies and two firefighters from the roof of the building and bring them to safety.

In recognition of its cross-border rescue operation, which took place under the most difficult conditions, LAR 
was awarded the Prix Benelux together with the CGDIS on 13 December 2024 in The Hague. CEO Frank Halmes 
accepted the prize on behalf of the Luxembourg delegation. He expressed his gratitude for the great recognition 
bestowed upon LAR and the CGDIS and conveyed his highest appreciation to the rescue team for their extraordi-
nary performance.

The Prix Benelux is awarded by the Interparliamentary Assembly of the Benelux to individuals, institutions, or com-
panies that have rendered exceptional services to the Benelux countries, significantly contributing to the interna-
tional reputation of the three nations. The prize is presented every two years during a ceremony.

Founded in 1988, Luxembourg Air Rescue (LAR) has approximately 185,000 members and currently operates seven rescue helicopters, two Airbus H145 
D3 and five MD902s. Through its operational subsidiary Luxembourg Air Ambulance (LAA), LAR also operates five state-of-the-art ambulance jets, inclu-
ding three Learjet 45XRs and two Challenger 605. LAR’s mission is to save the lives and preserve the health of people in medical need - in Luxembourg, 
the Greater Region and worldwide - through the use of rescue helicopters and ambulance jets. With approximately 190 employees, LAR ensures the 
highest standards in the areas of medicine, technology and flight operations and is available with its alarm centre 24/7 and 365 days a year. The motto 
«air rescue without borders» is a living reality at LAR: in December 2020, Luxembourg Air Rescue was awarded the 2020 Adenauer-De Gaulle Prize for its 
outstanding cross-border achievements during the Corona crisis. www.lar.lu
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CONTACT Luxembourg Air Rescue A.s.b.l.
Luxembourg Airport – Gate E13
B.P.24 – L-5201 Sandweiler

E-mail: presse@lar.lu
Tel.: +352 48 90 06


